Will of John Perkins

In the name of God Amen. I John Perkins of the county of Goochland and Parrish of St. James northam State of Virginia being at this present time of sound mind and memory (thanks to almighty God,) do make and ordain this my last will and testament hereby revoking all others by me heretofore made.

Item, My will and desire is first after my death that my body be decently buried at the discretion of my executors hereafter named.

Item, My will and desire is that as soon after my death as conveniently can be all my just debts be duly paid out of my estate not particularly hereafter given.

Item, My will and desire is that if my beloved wife Lucy Perkins should be the longest lived of us two that she shall have one choice feather bed and furniture, one horse saddle and bridle, also a home during her life where I now live, also that my three children (to wit) Grief Perkins, Isaac O. Perkins and my daughter Ann French for and in consideration of what is hereafter given them shall give bond with approved security for the future support of their mother, Lucy Perkins.

Item, I give and bequeath to my son Grief Perkins one negroe girl named Chloe, also one third part of all my live stock to him and his heirs forever.

Item, I give and bequeath to my son Isaac O. Perkins one negroe named Matt, to him and his heirs forever also my still.

Item, I give and bequeath to my daughter Ann French one negroe woman nam’d Bett, and her child (Mary) to her and her heirs forever.

Item, I give and bequeath to my son Isaac O. Perkins, and my daughter Ann French all the residue of my estate both real and personal to be equally divided between them.

Item, My desire is that Elizabeth Sadler shall have a home on my estate during her natural life.

Item, My will and desire is that my two sons Archelaus and William [illegible] to have and enjoy all the lands heredetaiments and appurtenances thereunto belonging whereon they now live and hold together with all other property heretofore given them and to their heirs forever having no further claim to any part of my estate.

Lastly, I do constitute and appoint Grief Perkins, Isaac O. Perkins and Mason French executors of this my last Will and testament reposing that trust and confidence in them as they or do from others expect to receive. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand & affixed my seal this 18th day of January one thousand eight hundred and five.

Sign’d seal’d & deliver’d to be my last }         John Perkins {seal}

Will and testament in presence of          }

Jos. Payne

William Page (his mark X)

Reuben Page (his mark +)

